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More than 2.

the number 11

Dead Sea

i@ion people came to the Museum in 2000—nearly double

Ve years ago—thanks in part to exhibitions about Sue, the
S, Russian gold, Star Wars and masks of the world.
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We reached 15 million people through electronic media—a jump from one
million in 1996 — offering schoolchildren online curriculum and researchers
worldwide access to our collections, including 100,000 botanic specimens.
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Museum members —now exceeding 43,000 househ
Members +95% oids, ip fromh

221000 two years ago—were invited behind the scenes for private viewings
of irreplaceable specimens such as 100-year-old American Crow eggs
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: ‘Staff members were awarded more than $6 million in grants in 2

Grants +233%
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“ an increase from $1.8 million in 1995 —for r in anthropol
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9 3 C . 3 Field Museum scientists were at work on every continent, discovering
Ountr 1€S new species, studying humanity and conserving biodiversity in countries
from Argentina to Zimbabwe. :












TO FRIENDS OF THE FIELD MUSEUM

at makes a museum “the best”:
What mak the best”?

With this question, our former Board Chair Judith S. Block led us on a two-year

endeavor to create a clear blueprint for the continued growth and development

of The Field Museum.

We believe the answer lies in presenting nature and culture so that our visitors

are as excited, engaged and enriched as our staff inside the Museum.

In 2000, we made tangible, measurable progress toward this goal. Field Museum
scientists collaborated with conservation organizations and local citizens to protect
at-risk environments as far away as Bolivia and the Philippines and as close as
Lake Calumet. We brought the Dead Sea Scrolls to the Midwest and Kremlin
treasures out of Russia. We debuted the most famous dinosaur on earth—Sue,
the Tyrannosaurus rex. And we produced more than 3,000 programs for people of
all ages and interests.

In parallel with the growth in the public museum, we have expanded our
scientific staff by almost 50 percent in the past five years, the first significant

increase in four decades.

Thank you for making this a great year.
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Ronald J. Gidwitz John W. McCarter, Jr.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees President and Chief Executive Officer






